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We'have the pootl fortune to be so njooiatctl in business
that a fairly correct ami intelligent prospective of a ecaMin'8 fan-
cies anil fahhionn can be given with assurance ami contulence.
For seasons past it ha been our custom to carefully write of the
coining fashions ami our articles have In-e- which read ami
well received.

hast treason The Dry GcmmI Hconomist of New York, n pert-otlica- l,

thf foremost of it kind in the country, gave our article
a highly commendatory notice, printing in miniature a fac
simile of the "ail" as it rtjipenrcri in The Democrat of this city.
The notice, coming as it did, without Policitation, was very
pleasing and gratifying to us.

The subject of 'fashion fabrics is at any time ft difficult mat-
ter to treat successfully for, while it has a fascinating hide it
has also a practical and real side from which the writer should
never stray in flights of visionary fancy.

The styles in fabrics for the coming season pIiow no great
decided change from that of the previous year, excepting in a
tendency for the use of plaids. The great variety nnd beautiful
fabrics to he worn are evolutions from fabrics of the past two
seasons, the improvements are great and the weaves, finish and
effects are superior to anything seen in this market in previous
years.

In the manufacture of fine fabrics, filks have been used in
combination with wh1 to an extent entirely unknown in past
years. The same tendency shows itself strongly in favor of all
silk fabrics. Silks are to have the greatest saie of recent years,
and the productions of these goods are beautiful beyond de-

scription. Mixtures, changeables and irridescents are predomi-
nating effects both in wk1 and bilk cloths. Lightness of texture
und color prevail in all fabrics.

Unlike Inst winter's fad on Xavy blues, fashion, wisely, has
not dictated to itself any color to be "reigning queen" for the
coming season; indeed, the word color can hardly be applied to
the spring and summer fabrics of 1803; it is shades ami tones of
colors, and these are limitless, soft delicate and beautiful; even
the plaids lack every suggestion of positive color, nnd soft deli-
cate shadings are produced in exquisite harmony.

The plaids brought out are entirely French. The fine fabrics
composed of silk and wool are largely in changeable effects, the
wool portion forming the foundation nnd the silk threads of deli-
cate shadings, so injected and interwoven as to give the fabric the
changeable tone, and to bring the silk into strong prominence,
showing its power with wool mixtures. The same idea is even
more strongly intensified by floral ami shell designs woven of
delicately shaded silks on line wool fabrics. The finest of the
French plaids also bear the same exquisite shadings produced
by the silken fiber on woolen cloths.

Of all wool French and German fabrics a great advance has
been made in the finish of yarns. In the higher grades they are
to highly finished that when woven into line fabrics an effect
near to that of a silk warp cloth is produced; in the fine serge
goods this effect is particularly beautiful.

Of silks it may be said that all old makes are out of the
market, grosgrain are hardly shown and an entirely new range
of silks, lighter, softer, more durable and beautiful have taken
their place.

This is to be a great year on silks, especially on Pongees,
China Foulards, Florentines ami fine Cords. Surahs also are to
be very fashionable and in changeable effects will be very
popular.

This is to be a great season on trimming. Braids, Jets, Cro-

chets, f iimps, Irridescents, and every delicate shades of jeweled
trimmings will be profusely worn. With this great popularity
for trimmings comes the new Dolero Vest, or as it is sometimes
culled IJolero Jacket; the handsomest of these vests are made of
gimps or crochet in open work patterns; they are made to slip
on over the waist of the dress in sizes to fit the wearer, and form
a beautiful trimming for the finest dress; they have the im-

portant advantage over a fastened trimming that they can be
vorn with every dress. The Zouave Vest is similarly made, but

in the latter case most of the trimming is on the front of the
vest and very little or none on the back. There are also !eauti-fu- l

designs of braids and gimps worked into sets for dress
trimmings.

The coming season gives promise to be a great one for laces,
the tendency being in favor of fine gHd?, I'oint de Paris-- being
very popular. The Columbia Lace Veil is already selling very
fast and later on this fad will become a craze. They are very
handsome, however, and deserve to be popular.

Plaid Kiblmns, all of French shades, are to be used freely on
millinery with pretty changeable ribbons.

Colombian year is to be remembered as a year of flowers.
Millinery is literally covered with flowers; the hats are large,
but scarcely lare enough to carry th load of flowers placed
tqxin them and they are so exquisitely beautiful that one is led
to wonder why they should not alwnj's be fashionable.
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OUDINESThi Is a new fabric, comt,oed of silk and
wool, and are the most elegant gooda brought out thU sea-
son. The ground is of a finely woven fabric, on the surface of
which beautiful shell and floral dcaignturc woven of softly,
colored, t haded silks. These designs staud cut in leautiful
effects on the delicate shades of the woolen foundation's. This
cloth is ulso brought out in changeable effects, the ahadings
being entirely of silk, interwoven on the wool fabric

LANSDOVANS are to le very fashionable. The
shades are very' rich. This cloth is so well-know- n that n de-

scription of it would be superfluous. We are ugenta for it in
Grand llapids.

VlHIF CORDS nre brought out with strongly re-
newed favor, with the lighter weights for summer wear. The
cloth is much finer and more Kautiful than iu winter colors.
The excellent wear of. this cloth make it n great favorite. The
shades arc very handsome this season.

UOOL CHEURONNES-Th- is cloth Is one of
the most Kautiful of French woolen fabrics. It is made of a
fine quality of wool with shaded diagonal cord", of a soft, rather
loose, texture. The weave of the cloth is very similar to that of
a diagonal serge, but much softer und more !eautiful. It
comes in a great variety of light summer shades and in change-
able effects, 10 inches v ide. With fashion's choice so stronglyin favor of plain woven fabrics it is scarcely nei essary to ay
that Henriettas, Serges, Prunelle t loths and Wo l Surahs with
a good representation of fine liieges nre cxteiieivcly broughtout and will be among the leading fashionable fabrics of the
coming season.

CHINA FOULARD SILKS have jumped Into
sudden popularity. The elegant floral designs of these goodsare enough to cause a great demand for them. They are
especially populer in dark grounds, as the beautiful designsshow in greater prominence on dark ground colors.

Florentines, Plain Chinas, Pongees and Surahs are nil very
fashionable and in changeable shades; they are very leautiful,
and give excellent service in wear.

In silks Crystal Cords will be much worn. These beauti-
fully finished silks are particularly attractive in the soft, deli-cate'ton- es

of the summer shade.
Fancy Silks come in great variety for trimmings, combina-

tions and waists.
A great innovation has been introduced into the dyeing of

black silks. A Pongee Silk is brought out iu black that is
thoroughly waterprsf. A pail of water may be emptied into
the folds of this silk and the silk susjHnded for uny length of
time the water cannot soak through, it and when run off, the
silk is left without a mark or stain.

Fashionable shades run to Magenta, Tints, Heliotrope Tints,
Columbia Ked Shades, Grays, Delicate Modes, and Serpent
Greens.

The Foster Kid Glove manufacturers have brought oat
their celebrated make of Kid Gloves iu ull the new shades. Wo
are their agents for this section of Michigan.

MILLINER Y Of French pattern hats it may be aid
that they are the most elegant seen in recent years. One straw
placque hat of serpent green of delicate tint is lent into shapes
as the French only can do it, nnd trimmed with a large bow of
hunters' green velvet, and Ikiwh nnd puffs of pale serpent green
and satin ribbon, surmounted by a profuse bunch of lily of the
valley flowers and violets. In the front of the hat, which tends
upwards, is a little puff f the satin ribbon, apd long atin rib-
bon ties of the same color are suspended from the back of the
hat. The combination of colors in this leautiful hat is hunters'
green, pale serpent green, violets and cream. Thee hats, called
placques, have little bands inside them to hold them in position
on the head. The hats are fairly large; there are no toqucc.

All trimmings for millinery nre iu light and delicate colors
with a profusion of flower.

CLOAKS The fashionable garment for the coming
season will be t'apes, Velvets ami Cord, being the materials
mostly used, braid and vpen gimps, a trimmings, being ued
quite lilerally. These capes are of medium lei.gth, full high
shoulders, made with Dei by or Hertha style collar nnd. called
Columbian Capes.

Suits, also, are very handsome. They conic with the full
skirt, blazer jacket and Luton front of changeable silks.

SPECIAL NOTICE -- We nre preparing for an
extensive and special general spring opening for next week.

The great volume of our foreign drci fabrics nre now in,
but we are still receiving shipments of tpecinl lots.
We have received immense shipments of silk. tnnny lots
of which have already been put forward nnd are selling quite
freely. hir foreign fabrics are mostly purchased in conjunction
with the syndicate houses and nre exclusive in this section.

Our Milliners are no.- - at work preparing for a gicat opeuing
of millinery w hich will occur at the same time.

Mesdames Kdgecomh and Chapman have returned from
New York and our entire force of trimmers are preparing for nu
extensive opening.

Lvery department will be bright nnd attractive with the
new spring fabrics.

Our stock of merchandise, purchased for the coming season,
is extraordinarily large. The rapid development of our busi-
ness and the grent volume of goo Is sold, demands nn enormous
stock, and we. shall be prepared to meet this demand the com-

ing seaoti in a war we have ncn r attempted tefore.
Our drrs gods aad si!k departments are well known

throughout Michigan, and not a ht use in the state can equal
our dress goods department.

For th coming season e shall show a line of goods
outride of the i.irget cities of the country.

We invite every lady within reach of Grand Lnpid and our
citizens generally to cur grand display nnd general ojening on
M ).NDAV, MAKUI

We shall make a display that will repay any lady to come a
long distant 0 to fee.
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DESCRIPTION OF DRESS FABRICS.
POPL1NE, though n new fabric, nw its name would

implv, is an evolution in mime ami make of the well-know- n

Poplin. The cords are much finer than a Poplin nnd has n

soft, velvety surface, r.ch in effect, particularly in the mixtures
and changeable Mind''. The shades of this fabric are very
bght nnd heautiftil, and the fine closely woven cords cam? it to
drajv

CRYSTALLINE i another fabric evolved in male
nnd name from Cryst.d C oids. They nre much liner in weave
ntul cloaer in the di.iionnl cord lines than the Crystal Cord.
This fabric iti the light UMIfnrr "hades is rry attractive nnd
hratitifal nnd pors the qualities for excellent wear. They
come in every beautiful shade.

ILLUAUNATIED SURAHS nre n soft, beauti-
ful wrxiirn fabric in t I nngmble effects.
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